
   

Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) 
 
The Conference on College Composition and Communication (http://www.ncte.org/cccc) supports and promotes 
the teaching and study of college composition and communication by 1) sponsoring meetings and publishing 
scholarly materials for the exchange of knowledge about composition, composition pedagogy, and rhetoric; 2) 
supporting a wide range of research on composition, communication, and rhetoric; 3) working to enhance the 
conditions for learning and teaching college composition and to promote professional development; and 4) acting 
as an advocate for language and literacy education nationally and internationally.   
 
Vision Statement 
 
By 2022, CCCC will be a clear, trusted public voice for the teaching and learning of writing, composition, rhetoric, 
and literacy in all higher education contexts. We will advocate for a broad definition of “writing” (including 
composition, digital production, and diverse language practices) that emphasizes its value as a human activity that 
empowers individuals and communities to shape their worlds. We will be the leading voice in public discussions 
about what it means to be an effective writer, and to deliver quality writing instruction. We will provide conditions 
under which teachers and scholars can discuss, build and practice sustainable, relevant, and ethical models of 
teaching and learning. We will encourage and support a wide and vibrant range of scholarship at the leading edge 
of knowledge about writing, composition, rhetoric, and literacy. To support this work, CCCC will enhance 
participation by members who represent a diversity of races, cultures, languages, identities, institutions, and 
institutional roles. 
 
Strategic Governance 
The  CCCC Executive Committee continues  its efforts to govern strategically and to do so along these key fronts:  
to enhance avenues of access and participation, to increase organizational transparency, and to enable CCCC to 
weigh in on public policy affecting the teaching of college composition, writing, and rhetoric.  
 
As Chair, I’ve struck several forces, each with a charge to improve membership access to needed resources: 
 

• Task Force on Working Conditions for Contingent Instructors of Writing 
• Task Force on Developing a Database of Graduate Programs.   
• Task Force on Preparing Teachers of College Writing 
• Task Force on Best Hiring Practices in Composition/Rhetoric/Writing Studies 
• Task Force on Designing an Alternative “Scorecard” for Higher Ed in Composition/Rhetoric/Writing Studies 
• Task Force on CCC’s Digital Future 

 
I’m thrilled to report as well that, after the FY 2015 budget was passed by the EC in March to support a CCCC Policy 
Fellow position, a search to fill the position was conducted  (by NCTE’s Executive Director and myself) and 
successfully completed.  From a very strong field of candidates, Carolyn Calhoun-Dillahunt was chosen as the very 
first CCCC Policy Fellow.  As you know, NCTE has put into place a state-based network of policy-analysts, whose job 
is to gather information and report on legislative and policy developments at the state-level affecting literacy 
instruction from K through university.  As the new Policy Fellow, Carolyn will provide research summaries and 
expert testimony on public policy issues of concern to our organization.   
 
Publications 
College Composition and Communication, our organization’s flagship journal, will see an editorial transition, as 
Jonathan Alexander, of the University of California at Irvine, takes over from editor Kathleen Blake Yancey.   For 
the record, I want to extend my sincerest thanks to Kathi for her superb work on the journal.   
 
Other new developments in regards to publications: 
 
As of this year, College Composition and Communication will have the entirety of its back issues available online to 
members. 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/cccc


   

The shift in production of the Studies in Writing and Rhetoric series, under the editorship of Victor Villanueva, to 
the NCTE/CCCC has been successful, and a number of new books have been published and are in the works. 
 
I am pleased report that from among some very strong candidates a new editor for Forum, the journal focusing on 
contingent faculty in composition, rhetoric and writing studies:  Amy Lynch-Biniek.  Congratulations to Amy and 
thanks to the committee for its smart and dedicated work this summer:  Jonathan Alexander, Kurt Austin, Sue Doe, 
Jeff Sommers, and Kristen Suchor.  And I wish to thank the outgoing Forum editor, Vandana Gavaskar, for many 
years of invaluable service. 
 
Finally, our part-time coordinator of social media, Kenneth Ronkowitz, will continue his work to improve and 
expand online events, exchanges, and other opportunities for the membership. 
 
Research Initiatives 
I am thrilled to inform you that roughly $90,000 was awarded for this year’s Research Initiative, whose Call 
produced a dazzling array of projects.  The list of this year’s impressive winning proposals: 
 

• The Effects of Explicit Instruction on Sentence Fluency and Style 
Nora Bacon, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Keith Rhodes, Grand Valley State University, and Star 
Medzerian Vanguri, Nova Southeastern University 

• Instructor Comments on Student Papers: Student Perspectives 
Darsie Bowden, DePaul University 

• The Language Repertoires of First-Year Writers: A Cross-Institutional Study of Multilingual Writers 
Shanti Bruce, Nova Southeastern University, Rebecca Lorimer Leonard, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, and Deirdre Vinyard, Emily Carr University of Art and Design 

• The Genre Project: A Framework for Transfer Across the Disciplines 
Jane Danielewicz and Jordynn Jack, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

• Mestiza Rhetors: An Anthology of Latina Rhetorical Activism in North America, 1880-1920 
Jessica Enoch, University of Maryland, and Cristina Ramírez, University of Arizona 

• Tracing Chinese International Students’ Multilingual and Multimodal Literacy Practices in and across 
Translocal Contexts 
Steve Fraiberg, Michigan State University, Xiaoye You, Pennsylvania 
State University, and Xiqiao Wang, Michigan State University 

• The University of Arizona Longitudinal Study of Student Writers 
Amy Kimme Hea, Aimee Mapes, Kenny Walker, and Ana Milena Ribero, University of Arizona 

• (Re)Writing Lila: Literacy Narratives of Reform from the New York State Training School for Girls, 1920-
1970 
Tobi Jacobi, Colorado State University, Laura Rogers, Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and 
Edward Lessor, Colorado State University 

• Composing Disabled Faculty 
 Margaret Price, Spelman College, and Stephanie Kerschbaum, University of Delaware 

 
Given the strategic goal of improving transparency and access, the committee charged with selecting the winning 
proposals (a committee comprised of representatives of the CCCC Research Committee and the CCCC Officers) 
informed each applicant of a rationale for the judgment made.  Criteria for the selection continue to be publically 
available on the CCCC web site.   
 
CCCC invests significant funds in research from its contingency reserve.  In the coming, fiscal year, CCCC will devote 
moneys both to the Research Initiative and to the development of a database of writing programs that will serve as 
an invaluable research tool. 
 
Conventions 
Our conference provides an expansive array of sessions for participants, serving to attract a significant number of 
attendees.  Kudos to Adam Banks, 2014 Program Chair, for creating a stimulating and attractive program under the 
timely and provocative theme, “Open\Source(s):  Access\Futures.”  
 



   

While Tampa, the site for 2015, will bring higher meal and reception costs than either Las Vegas or Indianapolis, 
the larger attendee-base is expected to bring an overall surplus, too. 
 
As to the Tampa conference, whose theme “Risk and Reward” will no doubt resonate with members, Program 
Chair Joyce Carter has produced a series of innovations designed to enhance transparency in conference planning 
and interactivity in the conference itself.   If you visit the conference web page, you’ll notice links to a series of web 
videos, hosted by Joyce, and whose topics include information on the submission review process, proportional 
acceptance, on the use of keywords as a means of organizing and accessing programmatic offerings and on poster 
sessions, a new genre for submission.  Joyce and the NCTE staff have also used Twitter feeds to spread the word 
about Tampa.  These innovations, among others, demonstrate our organization’s continuing work on the key, 
strategic goals of enhancing transparency, access, and participation.   The inclusion of poster sessions in Tampa 
promises to extend our already vibrant conversations.  
 
Howard Tinberg, Chair 
 
  



   

Conference on English Education (CEE) 
 
The Conference on English Education (http://www.ncte.org/cee) serves those NCTE members who are engaged in 
the preparation, support, and continuing education of teachers of English language arts/literacy.  
 
The Executive Committee and members of CEE actively advance the Council’s Strategic Policy Goals. Goals are 
identified in parentheses at the end of each major activity or initiative. 
 
Advocacy 
Response to Attacks on Teacher Education 
NCTQ issued a second critical report, following the 2013 report that graded teacher preparation programs with a 
star system. The 2014 report instead ranked programs, which is arguably worse. Although more institutions were 
allegedly included, the kinds of evidence and apparent methods of collection were unchanged and equally as 
inadequate as in 2013. Chair Louann Reid issued a statement on the “plethora of recommendations based on a 
paucity of evidence” that was distributed on NCTE social media and the Inbox and was picked up by AACTE for 
posting on their website along with other responses to the report. In addition, Millie Davis created a web page, 
“Why NCTQ is Wrong,” to collect resources, including several responses to the report, that would be of use to 
members of the press, CEE members, and others in addressing the report on their campuses. (Teacher Quality) 
 
NCTE-IRA Joint Task Force for Literacy Teacher Preparation 
We hope that this joint task force with IRA will play a role in our efforts to provide responsible evidence of 
effective teacher education. The first meeting of this group was held in mid-July. Comprising members from each 
organization, the task force co-chairs are Melanie Shoffner of CEE and Vicki Risko of IRA. (Teacher Quality) 
 
Teachers, Profs, Parents: Writers Who Care  
After the 2013 summer conference, CEE members of the Commission on Writing Teacher Education started this 
blog to advocate for authentic writing instruction (http://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/). It is consistently 
provocative, well written, and relevant. (21st Century Literacies, Writing) 
 
Meetings 
2014 Annual Convention 
Melanie Shoffner, vice chair, is the program chair for CEE events at the Annual Convention. The CEE luncheon 
speaker on Friday will be Matt de la Peña, author of critically acclaimed novels for young adults, including Mexican 
WhiteBoy and Ball Don’t Lie.  After many years of modest but fluctuating attendance, the CEE EC chose to suspend 
the annual colloquium until a subcommittee can determine if a replacement should be found and, if so, what that 
would be. (Professional Development) 
 
IFTE/CEE 2015 Summer Conference 
“Common Ground, Global Reach: Teaching English & English Education for Global Literacies” is the theme of the 
2015 IFTE/CEE Summer Conference. We are planning for a conference of approximately 300 participants from IFTE 
member countries: United Kingdom, New Zealand, Australia, Canada, South Africa and the United States. The 
meeting will be held on the Rose Hill campus of Fordham University in the Bronx, July 6 through 9. Structured 
around plenary sessions, and concurrent workshops, panels, and roundtables, the conference provides English 
teacher educators and classroom teachers opportunities to network, share research, and discuss pedagogy and 
policy. We will repeat the popular graduate student strand from the 2013 CEE conference, offering a variety of 
career-focused sessions led by outstanding English teacher educators. The 2015 conference planning committee is 
led by Janet Alsup; members include Lisa Eckert, Marshall George, John Mayher, Michael Moore, Louann Reid, 
Melanie Shoffner, and Don Zancanella. (Professional Development) 
 
Invited speakers include Hilary Janks, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa; Ernest Morrell, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, NYC, US; Mary Kalantzis, College of Education, University of Illinois, 
Champaign/Urbana, US;  Ngaire Hoben, University of Auckland, New Zealand. 

 
The IFTE website is available at http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/IFTE/home/.We look forward to hosting a 
stimulating conference that offers truly international perspectives on issues and opportunities shared by English 
teacher educators and literacy teachers. (International Involvement, Professional Development) 

http://www.ncte.org/cee
http://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/
http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/IFTE/home/


   

 
Publications, Awards, and Research Grants  
English Education Editors 
The transition period has begun for the new editors of English Education. Tara Star Johnson and sj Miller were 
selected to replace current editors Leslie Rush and Lisa Scherff when their term ends. The journal has flourished 
under their leadership, and we are grateful to them for the quality of the issues they published. (Research and 
Teaching) 
 
Awards and Grants 
CEE recognizes outstanding publications with the Richard Meade, James N. Britton, and Janet Emig awards. We 
began an alternate year schedule in 2014 for the Meade and Britton awards, with the Meade award being given in 
even-numbered years. We annually select up to two first-time presenters who are members of groups historically 
underrepresented in NCTE and CEE to receive the Cultural Diversity Grants that defray the costs of registration, 
travel, and lodging to attend the convention. 
 
We offer two kinds of research grants. The James Moffett Memorial Award for Teacher Research supports a 
teacher research project that furthers the spirit and scholarship of James Moffett. The Research Initiative supports 
proposals for research projects that advance the mission of our organization as articulated in our position 
statements and sponsored publications. We made 4 awards of approximately $4,000 each in 2013-14.  
 
Recipients of all publication and research awards are invited to present their work at the annual convention. 
(Research and Teaching, Professional Development) 
 
CITE and NTLC 
Because of common interests between the organizations, we reaffirmed in 2012 our connection with the National 
Technology Leadership Coalition (NTLC) and the CITE Journal. Melanie Shoffner and Carl Young are co-editors of 
the CITE Journal. Louann Reid and Melanie Shoffner will represent CEE at the National Technology Leadership 
Summit in October.  
 
The CEE Commission on New Literacies, Technologies, and Teacher Education selects an annual recipient of the 
National Technology Leadership Initiative Fellowship, which was established to recognize an exemplary 
presentation on technology at the annual conferences of the member organizations of SITE and promote dialogue 
among professional organizations regarding appropriate technology use in teacher education. The recipient 
receives a plaque and complimentary registration to the NTLI conference. (Multimodal Literacies and Technology) 
 
Louann Reid, Chair 
 
  



   

Conference on English Leadership (CEL) 
 
The Conference on English Leadership (http://www.ncte.org/cel) is an intimate professional community dedicated 
to building the leadership capacity of literacy teachers.  CEL reaches out to department chairs, teachers, specialists, 
supervisors, coordinators, and others who are responsible for shaping effective English instruction.  Together, these 
teacher-leaders investigate mutual issues, analyze current research, and gather effective resources as they share 
personal experiences and successful programs with one another. 
 
Major Actions and Projects Completed 
 
Annual Convention:  Boston 
 
The 2013 CEL program began with the CEL-sponsored NCTE session “Learning to Lead, Leading to Learn: 
Transforming Leadership and Literacies in a Diverse Society.”  After the keynote speech by Sarah Brown Wessling, 
there were 11 roundtable sessions on such topics as Creating Meaningful Curricular Change in the Wake of 
Standards, What to Do Before the Censor Comes, Leadership Matters in Small Towns and Rural Communities.  
More than 150 school leaders were engaged in discussions around these relevant topics. 
 
The keynote speaker at the CEL-sponsored Sunday luncheon was former United States Poet Laureate Robert 
Pinsky.  Rick Chambers received the 2013 Exemplary Leader Award for his outstanding contributions to 
professional development, the teaching profession, and to NCTE.  B. Joyce Stallworth and Louel Gibbons received 
the Best Article Award for their article “What’s on the List Now? A survey of Book Length Works Taught in 
Secondary Schools” published in the English Leadership Quarterly. 
 
The CEL Annual Convention began Sunday afternoon with opening keynote by Eric Sheninger, 2012 NASSP Digital 
Principal Award winner, who spoke on “Improving Leadership Through Connected Learning.”  CEL convention 
attendees participated in over 40 sessions with more than 90 presenters.  Program Chair Heather Rocco and her 
committee constructed an outstanding convention program with five strands: Leadership, Literacy Coaching, 
Technology, Common Core, and Instruction. 
 
Lynn Aprill, English and History teacher at Bonduel, WI High School and Tracy Recine, English teacher at Pascack 
Valley High School, NJ, were elected as Members-at-Large at the Monday breakfast session. 
 
English Leadership Quarterly 
 
Our thanks to Susan Groenke, who has been at the helm of our quarterly since 2008.  New editor Oona Abrams 
took over the position with the publication of the August, 2014 edition themed Cultivating Creativity.  
 
Technology Update 
 
Heather Rocco’s efforts gave convention attendees the opportunity to join the backchannel conversation on 
Twitter during the convention with hashtag #CEL13.  Heather has continued to moderate monthly CEL Twitter 
chats #LitLead held on the second Thursday of each month, 8:30 pm EST.  Topics have included “Teaching Poetry” 
hosted by Georgia Heard and “Engaging Educators” hosted by Meenoo Rami.  Since March, CEL has posted weekly 
blogs at nctecel.wordpress.com.  Topics have included A Closer Look at the edTPA, Effective Evaluations, Electronic 
Gradebooks, and Keeping Students Engaged. 
 
Emerging Leaders Fellowship 
 
Coordinated by Bil Chinn, this program is in its third year.   Five new fellows and five mentors were in place for the 
2013/14 cohort.  The program was featured in a Boston session where potential applicants and current fellows and 
mentors shared questions, experiences, and insights.  Discussion by the fellows and their mentors indicate that this 
program is beneficial to each of them as they interact with and learn from each other.  For the next cohort, we 
anticipate four fellows and mentors.  The purpose of the program is to assist beginning leaders in the development 
of essential skills necessary for success in their positions. 
 

http://www.ncte.org/cel


   

State Liaison Network 
 
Through this program coordinated by Tom Scott, CEL has the opportunity to support literacy leaders at the 
regional level as well as to promote its programs.  Currently there are 21 state liaisons in place.  In Boston, the 
liaisons met to share ways they are supporting leaders in their region.  State liaisons assist CEL in advertising its 
programs with local leaders by contacting prospective CEL members within their states and inviting them to the 
annual convention.  The voucher plan allows each liaison to give out two vouchers in the amount of $25 toward 
convention registration for first-time attendees. 
 
CEL Institute on Critical Issues: Assessment for School leaders and Teachers 
 
Our first semi-annual summer institute was held at Elmhurst College July 17 -19.  The institute chair, Edie Weinthal, 
put together a dynamic program of keynote speakers and break-out sessions. She enlisted corporate sponsors 
Academic Merit and ThinkCerca, whose representatives were available to provide information about their 
company programs. Participants chose from three strands:  Assessment of Curricular Programs, Formative and 
Summative Assessment in the Classroom, and Assessment of Teachers.  Keynote speakers, including 
representatives from PARCC and Smarter Balanced, kicked off each session.  Although the registration numbers 
were not as high as we had anticipated (38 in attendance), participants were able to interact, share experiences 
and ideas, and all reacted enthusiastically to the program. Of particular interest and assistance in developing 
assessment guidelines was NCTE’s Position Statement : Formative Assessment That Truly Informs Instruction.  A 
number of the attendees were not aware of this document and were very grateful that we provided copies and 
information on its development and use. Since the institute, two attendees have written blogs for our website.  
One expressed appreciation for the benefits of the institute and the opportunities provided through CEL, calling us 
a “powerful learning network.” Many participants expressed interest in attending the CEL 2014 Annual Convention 
in DC, and $25 coupons toward registration were sent to 12 who requested them.  CEL hopes to continue our 
Institute on Critical Issues in summer 2016. 
 
CEL Executive Meeting Spring, 2014 
 
Elected and invited members of the CEL Executive Committee had a very productive meeting in Washington, DC 
March 7 and 8.  Members discussed how CEL’s Mission Statement, Vision, and Goals intersect with and support 
NCTE’s strategic governance goals.  For example, CEL’s Emerging Leaders Fellowship directly supports NCTE’s 
strategy intended to attract, support, and advance early career educators.  CEL’s Boston convention included 8 
sessions on topics that involved multimodal literacies and technology, which support one of NCTE’s strategic policy 
goals. Eleven sessions in the convention’s leadership strand directly support NCTE’s Principles of Professional 
Development.  EC members met in small groups to discuss progress on CEL goals and make recommendations on 
action plans to continue work on achieving our goals and vision.  The CEL awards committee proposed two new 
awards: Recognition of Leadership Achievement award and Innovative Leadership award.  The Teacher-Leader of 
Excellence Award will be given for the first time at the 2015 annual convention.  Barbara Cambridge joined the EC 
meeting one afternoon and shared information about her work for NCTE and with NCLE. 
 
CEL Washington, DC 
 
The program in DC begins with the NCTE/CEL session on Saturday morning.  The keynote speaker, Jeff Wilhelm, will 
be followed by roundtable sessions on topics of interest to ELA teachers, literacy leaders, and administrators.  The 
theme for the convention is “Leading in a Collaborative World.”  Program chair Janice Schwarze and her committee 
have put together a highly diverse program with some 41 sessions offered by 80 presenters. A new feature will be 
panel discussions led by CEL’s own experts on assessment, coaching, technology, and leadership. The convention 
program promises to be a very exciting and substantive experience for literacy leaders. 
 
Wanda Porter, Chair 
 
  



   

Whole Language Umbrella (WLU) 
 
Whole Language Umbrella (http://www.ncte.org/wlu) is an NCTE Conference made up of whole language support 
groups and individual professionals interested in developing and implementing whole language in educational 
institutions. WLU is based on a view of whole language as a dynamic philosophy of education. 
 
Talking Points 
Talking Points is a peer reviewed journal published in May and October.  The October, 2013 theme was Teacher 
Research in Collaborative Contexts.”  The May 2014 theme was “Close Reading and Text Complexity.”Talking 
Points editors are Deborah MacPhee, from Illinois State University and Sally Brown, from Georgia Southern 
University. There is an open call for articles addressing “Exploring and Understanding Literacy” due October 1, 
2014.   
 
Literacies for All Summer Institute at Hofstra University, July 18-20, 2013 
Authentic Literacy Events and Social Actions: Celebrating Relationships and Partnerships was the conference theme 
with Alan Flurkey and Debra Goodman serving as local committee co-chairs.  Opening session keynote speaker H. 
Gerald Campano shared his insights working with English learners and teachers in Houston, Puerto Rico, California, 
and Philadelphia.  Friday plenary speaker was Chris Soentpiet, children’s author and illustrator. The closing 
speaker, Lester Laminack, is known for both his children’s books and his scholarly work on young readers and 
writers. A very well attended Friday luncheon, celebrating the work of Denny Taylor, was organized by doctoral 
students to honor Denny’s retirement from Hofstra in June, 2013. 
 
About fifty concurrent sessions focused on: reading process, English language learners, assessment, critical 
literacy, queer theory, writing, multimodality, relationships, disasters in schools and communities, and more. Four 
“bellringer sessions” were offered focusing on:1) ethnographic literacy research, 2) intercultural understandings 
using reading, writing and art and global literature, 3) a tribute to the work of Kenneth S. Goodman and 2) Jane 
Baskwell, a well-known Canadian author, speaking on peace education. 
 
The 2013preconference session, Responses to the Corporate Takeover of Public Education: Stories of Agency and 
Actions, organized by Bess Altwerger and Rick Meyer, featured eight activists working to reclaim schools including 
Sean Feeney, co-author of a letter signed by 1200 New York principals, raising objections to New York’s value 
added evaluation system, Brian Jones, NYC teacher activist, Morna McDermott, co-organizer of United Opt Out, 
Stephanie Rivera, student activist, Ruth Rodriguez, community activist, Alan Singer, blogger, Diane Torres 
Velasquez, Latino Education Task Force, and Sara Wottowa, parent activist.  
 
The summer institute was held in conjunction with the Hofstra Miscue Conference. Coordinating the WLU 
conference with miscue researchers has contributed to participation in both meetings. In addition, co-sponsored 
sessions by the Center for Expansion of Language and Thinking (CELT) and NCTE Gay Straight Educator’s Alliance 
(GSEA) provided collaboration with these organizations. 
 
Following this first university conference, the WLU Board favored returning to more traditional hotel venues.  
Advantages to working with a university included lower charges for rooms, food, and audiovisual equipment, 
availability of on-campus housing, and involvement of graduate students and faculty.  Disadvantages included 
travel from airports, hotel shuttles, and problems due to inexperience hosting national conferences. 
 
WLU Awards 
During the Literacies for All Summer Institute of WLU at Hofstra University in July, 2013 the Lifetime Membership 
Award was awarded to Kathryn Whitmore, an active member, participant, and presenter within WLU. Dorothy 
Menosky was presented with the Service Award posthumously. Dorothy was one of the founding mothers of WLU 
and whole language. She was an avid photographer and provided us with a visual history that was both unique and 
beautiful. The 2013Reclaiming the Joy of Teaching Award was presented to Joni Fujita. Joni is an outstanding early 
childhood educator in Hawaii.  
 
WLU has also decided to reinstate teacher scholarships for the summer institute.  Three scholarships, selected by 
our member TAWL groups, are awarded for the 2014 institute. 
 

http://www.ncte.org/wlu


   

WLU Strand and involvement during NCTE 2013 in Boston 
The WLU strand at NCTE in Boston provided a host of innovative sessions across the conference exploring whole 
language pedagogy from early childhood through college.  The opening session was a multimedia presentation by 
a panel from the Opal School, a museum school in Portland, Oregon. We also had a WLU full day workshop on 
Monday focusing on meaning making, organized by Lorraine Wilson. This year, the WLU board decided to attend 
as many of the WL strand sessions as possible, supporting these speakers and encouraging further involvement of 
speakers and participants with WLU.  This proved enormously successful and is something we will continue next 
year.  Materials at our exhibit table – including copies of Talking Points – were also well received. 
 
Strategic Governance 
The Whole Language Umbrella board includes: Debra Goodman, President, Rick Meyer, Past President, Jane 
Baskwill (Halifax, Nova Scotia), Caryl Crowel (Tucson, AZ), Amy Seely Flint (Atlanta, GA), Prisca Martens (Baltimore, 
MA), Lenny Sanchez (Columbia, MO), and Lorraine Wilson (Victoria, Australia).  Talking Points Editors Deborah 
MacPhee and Sally Brown are ex-officio members. The board thanks Rick Meyer, past president, for his four years 
of service, and outgoing board members: Lorraine Wilson and Caryl Crowell for three years of active service. 
 
The WLU Board has extended meeting times for a more action oriented organization.  The board met Wednesday, 
July 17, 2013 at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York prior to the Literacies for All Summer Institute, and 
Thursday, November 21, 2013 in Boston, Mass.  In addition, the WLU board held regular webinar meetings.  
 
In addition to conference planning for NCTE and WLU conferences, elections, and awards, our focus is highlighting 
and supporting the work of critical whole language teachers and teaching.  Through our Delegates Assembly and 
“fireside chat,” as well as our member TAWL groups, we seek member involvement.  WLU continues collaborations 
with CELT and EMMA (Eye Movement Miscue Analysis Researchers,  and seeks to expand collaboration with NCTE 
assemblies sharing our interests in the coming year. 
 
During the past several years, the board has worked on a revision and update of the WLU beliefs statement.  The 
final statement was passed at the July, 2014 conference in Pasadena and can be found at: 
http://www.ncte.org/wlu/beliefs 
 
Board Elections 
New board members Jane Baskwill, Nova Scotia, and Lenny Sanchez, Missouri (2013–2016) were seated following 
the July 2013 conference.  Incoming board members elected for 2014–2017 are Joni Fujita (Hawaii) and Maria 
Perpetua Liwanag (Maryland).  The incoming President Elect, Caryl Crowell, begins her term in November 2014. 
The board thanks Brenda Aghahowa, Maureen Morriss, and Diana Porter for their willingness to run for office.  The 
2103–2014 Elections committee was Caryl Crowell and Jane Baskwill. 
 
Debra Goodman, President 
 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/wlu/beliefs


   

Two-Year College English Association (TYCA) 
 
The Two-Year College English Association (http://www.ncte.org/tyca) unites teachers committed to the teaching 
and study of English in the two-year college, to advancing the profession, and providing a national voice for the 
two-year college in postsecondary education.  
 
National TYCA is composed of dues paying members from each of its seven regions—Midwest, Northeast, Pacific 
Coast, Pacific Northwest, Southeast, Southwest, and West, each with its own regional leadership and conference—
in addition to NCTE members who subscribe to Teaching English in the Two-Year College and/or indicate two-year 
college interest on their member profiles.  The National TYCA EC is composed of representatives from each region 
(regional Chairs and the National Representatives from each region) and elected officers.  Each region contributes 
material quarterly to “TYCA to You,” a section in TETYC, and each region has a member on TETYC’s Editorial Board.  
The regional TYCA organizations and conferences and the journal Teaching English in the Two-Year College remain 
the primary sources of professional development opportunities for TYCA members.    
 
Most regional TYCA conferences are held in the fall, though TYCA-SE kicks off the conference season each year 
with a late winter/early spring conference.  Celebrating their 50th anniversary, this year’s TYCA-SE conference will 
be held in Jackson, MS. Preparations for the fall conference season are well underway.  More specific information 
about each region and the regional conferences can be found at http://www.ncte.org/tyca/regionals. 
 

REGION UPCOMING FALL CONFERENCES 

 
TYCA 
Northeast 
 

 
"Finding Safe Harbor: Creating Pathways to Completion and Student Success" 
October 23-25, 2014 
Embassy Suites Hotel 
Baltimore, MD (Visiting Officer:  Associate Chair Eva Payne) 

 
TYCA Midwest 
 

 
"Teaching As Art: Practical Creativity and Measurable Innovation" 
October 2-4, 2014 
Grand Rapids Community College 
Grand Rapids, MI (Visiting Officer:  Associate Chair Eva Payne) 

 
TYCA 
Southwest 
 

 
"Everywhere Is a Classroom" 
October 23-25 2014 
Dallas, TX  (Visiting Officer:  Secretary Sarah Z Johnson) 

 
TYCA West 
 

 
"The Evolving Classroom: Surviving the New Generation Gap" 
October 11-12, 2013 
Las Vegas, Nevada  (Visiting Officer:  Secretary Sarah Z Johnson) 

 
Pacific 
Coast/ECCTYC 
 

 
Next meeting is scheduled for October 2015.  
For additional information, go to: http://www.ecctyc.org 

 
TYCA Pacific 
Northwest 
 

 
Changing Landscapes, Changing Literacies 
October 10-11, 2014  
Vancouver, WA  (Visiting Officer:  Chair Andy Anderson) 

 
TYCA 
Southeast 
 

 
"TYCA-SE: 50 Years of Teaching Ourselves into History" 
February 19-21, 2015 
Jackson, MS (Visiting Officer:  Associate Chair Eva Payne) 

 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/tyca
http://www.ncte.org/tyca/regionals
http://www.ecctyc.org/


   

TYCA Committee and Task Force Work: 
The Two-Year College English Association Executive Committee Met at the CCCC annual conference on Saturday, 
March 22, 2014. 
 
TYCA Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty at Two-Year Colleges  
A committee (Johnson, Calhoon-Dillahunt, Fatherree, Lydic) was formed and charged to have a new draft of the 
document by November’s meeting in D.C.  Gardner volunteered to contribute writing center materials if needed to 
the committee, and Sarah Z Johnson volunteered to act as liaison with CCCC EC task force reviewing their 
“Guidelines for the Academic Preparation for Composition.” 
 
Review of TYCA Position Statements  
Following Howard Tinberg’s initiative as CCCC Chair to review and update CCCC position statements, Anderson 
asked the TYCA EC to revisit TYCA’s position statements and bring suggestions for revisions to the next meeting in 
November. 
 
Teaching English in Two-Year College Resource Bibliography  
Patrick Sullivan (Manchester Community College) and Christie Toth (University of Michigan) conducted a survey to 
learn more about how two-year college English faculty access and use academic scholarship in their professional 
lives in order to better identify scholarship that TYCA members have found particularly useful and to help TYCA, 
CCCC, and the field of writing studies better meet the needs of two-year college English faculty. This survey was 
developed in consultation with TYCA's Research Committee and was approved and supported by the TYCA 
Executive Committee.  Christie Toth reported a good response to the survey.  The survey supported a book 
proposal offered by Christie Toth that has been accepted by Bedford.  The book’s title will be changed to reflect 
the narrower focus on composition. 

TYCA Awards 
Annually, TYCA honors its award winners at CCCC.  The Nell Ann Pickett Service Award and Mark Reynolds TETYC Best 
Article Award awards were presented at the CCCC Awards/Recognition Reception. The 2014 Public Image Committee 
“Fame Award” recipient was recognized at the TYCA Breakfast.  The 2014 award recipients and committees are to be 
commended for their work over the past year. 

• Nell Ann Pickett Service Award:  Peter Adams of the Community College of Baltimore County, Maryland. 
• Mark Reynolds TETYC Best Article Award for 2014:  “Conversing in Marginal Spaces: Developmental 

Writers’ Responses to Teacher Comments” by Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt and Dodie Forrest, Yakima 
Valley Community College in Washington State.  The article appeared in the March 2013 issue. 

• Diana Hacker/TYCA Outstanding Programs in English Awards:   
1. Reaching Across Borders—Writers’ Community (Aims Community College, Greeley, CO) Program 

Coordinator: Kendra Griffin. 
2. Enhancing Development Education–Publishing in Developmental Writing (Helena College 

University of Montana) Program Coordinator: Karen Henderson. 
3. Fostering Student Success–Developing a Writing Across the Curriculum Program for a Two-Year 

Nursing College (The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences, Cincinnati, OH) Program 
Coordinator: Michael Berger. 

4. Enhancing Literature and Cultural Arts–Writers@Work (Chattanooga State Community College, 
TN) Program Coordinator: Joel Henderson. 

• Fame Award:  The 2013 TYCA Fame award went to Brianna Boyington for “4 Types of People Who Benefit 
from Community Colleges,” an article appearing in US News and World Report: College Compass, January 
29, 2014. 
See http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Groups/TYCA/12_F_Winners.pdf for more details.  

 
TYCA Breakfast  
Suzanne Labadie from Oakland Community College, MI, chaired the 2014 TYCA Breakfast.  Suzanne was 
congratulated for an outstanding job organizing the breakfast. The event remains a popular conference event. 
Twelve tickets were again given away to adjunct, graduate student, or local attendees at drawing held during the 
evening TYCA Talks. 
 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Groups/TYCA/12_F_Winners.pdf


   

Teaching English in the Two-Year College  
TETYC continues to be the leading publication about English teaching at two-year colleges.  Jeff Sommers is 
approaching the end of his service as TETYC Editor.  
 
Sommers plans to focus his last issue of TETYC (March 2016) on the various policy issues that are impacting TYC 
classrooms, including Prior Learning Credits, College in High Schools, and trends in assessment. 
 
TYCA at NCTE Advocacy Day 
TYCA Chair Andy Anderson participated in NCTE’s Literacy Advocacy Day to advocate for NCTE’s 2014 Legislative 
Platform. 
 
Statement on Contingent Faculty 
It was decided that TYCA National form an ad hoc committee to compose a position statement on the role of 
contingent faculty teaching English in the two-year college, and to report to the National TYCA EC at its November 
22, 2014 meeting.  David Lydic volunteered to chair the committee and find four other members.   
 
Webtender 
Bradley Bleck’s term as TYCA Webtender will be ending.  The TYCA EC has been asked to bring names of those who 
might be willing and able to accept this position. 
 
Tour of TYCA 
The EC discussed the future of the Tour.  The Chair appointed a task force to study the usage of the Tour of TYCA to 
determine its future, and make recommendations by Sept. 1, 2014.  The discussion noted 

• We should try to determine how many hits the Tour got last year. 
• TETYC has already gotten a manuscript from Tour entries, so it’s valuable as a recruiting tool.  
• We should look for ways to simplify the process of submission so that it’s not so onerous for the curator. 
• State reps could take on the duty of finding and recruiting submissions at the regional conferences. 
• Two-Year College sessions from CCCCC could also be included in the Tour. This could connect Regionals and 

National TYCA 
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Cheryl Hogue-Smith (Kingsborough Community College, New York, NY) elected Incoming 
Secretary of National TYCA! 
 
Thanks and Appreciation 
The TYCA EC expressed sincere appreciation to Adam Banks (2014 CCCC Program Chair) for identifying TYCA 
presentations in the 2014 CCCC conference program and congratulated him for an outstanding conference.  
 
Thanks to all who have supported TYCA’s efforts and advocated for our organization, especially TYCA’s current 
leaders--Officers, TYCA EC members, and TYCA REC members; Linda Walters, NCTE staff liaison for TYCA; and Kent 
Williamson, NCTE Executive Director. The TYCA EC also offers special appreciation to Mila Fuller, Interim Executive 
Director of NCTE, and to Barbara Cambridge for their outstanding leadership, service, and support to National 
TYCA. 
 
Andy Anderson, Chair 
 
 


